‘carries with it respect and good feeling.
There is probably no resident of Rock
Island so widely known or 8o es:
termed as “Uncle John Warner” Itis
in  no spirit of disrespect that
be has been termed; “Uncle John,”
the utle on the contrary being an
honor that naturally came to him
through the part be always takes and
has taken for years in camp life. No

JOHN WARNER.

fishing or camping party can be expected
to achieve any degree of success without
the presiding presence of ‘“Uncle John.”
He is the centre of the camp, the one
man who is looked upon to keep things
straight, overlook the cooking and point
out the best places for fishing. He has

e BhaE

out the best places for fishing. He has

| isbed in every stream of importante as

he has been heard to say ‘from A to
Utah.” Heis one of the best fishermen
in this conntry—the prince of piscatorial

~ | | pleasure, the king of camp cooks.

Who does not know John Warner?
Yet there are few persons that realize the
active and eventful life he has led, and
the by no means soiall part he has taken
in the formation of the avenues of com-
merce which are the very arteries of the

' | community, Mr. Warner has not been &

great railroad manager; his has been an-
other, but ano less important work in
the inter-state commerce of a great nation.
It has been his duty to locate
the lines of some of our greatest roads |
and to do and oversee the rough work
such as few in his day were capable of
doing. Born in the town ot Greenbush
in Reusselaer county, New York, August
9, 1814, he receiyed the early advantages
of & common schoo] education and com
menced the work of public improvements
in 1838, doing the masonry on the Black
river canal near Rome, N.Y. The next

|year Le was engaged on the Western

railroad doing the grading and masonry
for that great line. Then he did similur
work for the Boston & Albany road, the
Boston & Bchenectady road, and

| 1844 found him grading the Harlem

and Connecticut river road, including the
construction of the Willimassett and Ox~
bo bridges. Then he built the Pittsfield
& Adams road, did & great deal of me-
chanical work, stone work and grading

| tor the Worchester & Providence, the

Rutland & Barlington, being engaged in
the latter undertaking in 1848, "49, and

| then he was engaged -in grading for the

Hudson River road below Albany and
afterward graded the Rochester & Niag-
ara Falls line. This was in 1850 and the
gare year he did the griding and stone
work for the Michigan Southern and then
came his work in Illinois on the main line
of the Rock Island road.

It was on Monday, March 2, 1852, that
Mr. Warner arriyed in Rock Island, the
only person living bere now who came
with bhim thes being W. H, Whitman;
these gentlemen and others having

dfiven across the state from Chicago.
Thev atannad tha night hafore in Moline.




They stopped the night before in Moline. |
Toere was great excitement here in| (|
those days. The people wanted the "
Rock Island road built, but they believed | ™
it never would be; that the chief contrac- | |
tors simply wanted to get the right of
way for fleecing purposes, etc.,, and that | |
the road would never come farther west| |CO!
than LaSalle, Jarvis & Farnam were the | |
engineers having the contract and the |
afternoon of the day that Mr. Warner and | -
Mr. Whitman srrived, a greal mass meets |
ing was to have been held at the court |
house and at which Mr. Farnam was to || !
speak, but the people were so indignant
over what they believed to be the pur | |esrly un

ner's supervision.

poses of the engineers, that they would |/ .
not permit Mr. Farnam to spesk until || Mr. Warner also bad quite an experi-
leoce at steambosting years ago. In

he had printed hand bills bearing a state-
|company with Capt. C. P. Warner—wbo,

ment from John Warner that the latter
bad been given & sub contract to do the | |} 00ver was norelation—he constructed
at New Albany in 1857, the “John War-

grading and stone work of the road west |
and across the llldlllppl. When these | Nl’," first used as & f!em‘ boat M .
afterward as a packet, It was this ‘

hand bills were put in circulation, they

caused great rejoicing, and a grand pubs |
lic reception was accorded Mr. Warner. |

The road was built, but Mr. Warner
had to commence the operations of grad-
ing several months before he expected
to in order to show the people that the
company mesnt business. But he was

in 1862 —and “Uncle John™ was on her
then—that transferred the Thirteenth!
Illinois regiment including Maj. J. Il.'i
Beardsley, the late Lieut. E. 1. Beardsley
sod many other Rock Islanders from
Helena, Ark. to Vicksburg aod thence to

| Arkansas post. ;
let to him proved one of the best graded Mr. Warocer was for fifteen years and |
parts of the entire system. In fact he until three years sgo, president and

did most of the mechanical work of - the | | eral manager of the Rock Island & Me
~road, eas ssiopi. | line horse railroad, and the road was

pever in better condition financially, or
as far as the public is concerned than
when he was in control.
11| Amid all the cares of his nctive life bhe
€| |bas always found time to spend with
8| | “the boys” in camp, and the anoual se-
| |journs on the island or at New Boston
811 would e lacking, in all that makes them
'€ 1| enjoyable,bat for his presence.: He com
*| | menced camping out many years ago and
||some of his expeditions extended as far |
‘north as St. Paul and the headwaters of |
the Mississippi.
|| Mr. Warner's family consists of his
|| wife and daughter in this city and son|
e || Jolin in 8t. Paul.

J - ‘




BUSY LIFE ENDED. riipimsisatees

dmoutrate to the utuhenon o!

hn Wm Passes to I-listﬂle ple that the compan
o 'rael::d really meant bnanm rgl
Long Home. ~was equal to the emergency. and the |
portion of the great system con-
DEA THIS MORKIEG structed vnder his superrimou kas
'm ﬂﬂ'lﬂ  proved one <f the best graded strips |

‘of the road. In fact bed:dmostoft
:"""‘ e Fosk in the Rarly Bistery of ' the mechanica! work of the entire !

the Community—Railt the Firet Ralirond road between (‘b.c‘gp and the Mis-
that Penetrited Roek mw—&'ﬁuippt river. though his principal |
of Cosstruction Flewewhere — Achleve- WOrk was between this int and:
ments and Succens—Hiographical. G‘eenfnnr.d He also to;; the t:;m-f

" . tract for ing across the island of '
.John“smer bmxh.ed his last at Rock l-hﬁ? a?gten as the stone
his home, 2730 Meline svenuc. st

- - . work. and it'became his duty to lay
+:3) this morning. The end came 8¢ the first stone ever piaced in the

‘gently and peacef ully as the las: fow Mississippi for bridge rests. He had
vears of the former boc.\' lile had the subcontract for the construction
been passed. The news of the pass. ©f the old railroad bridge, the first
ing away »f the well.known citizen. “"t spauned the n'“'“'

, On Jan. 2. 1854. Mr. ‘\arner met;
ATy _sun pec e‘ Was rece; ed
hile not war . - with an ¢ nn-me’\' unfortunate acei-

- ‘dent east of Moline, where he was
- : driving when his horse ran away,
and he was thrown from his buv"r
, sustarning so severe a fracture of
one of his limbs that he had not re-
'-r\im'd the use of it since. During
:h-\. yvear he was eng gazed in over-
secing the construction of the Osare
bridge in Missouri and at other
p'in:s on the St. Louis & Pacific
road, where he had extensive con-
tracts for stone und superstructure
work. Later he and Mr. Whitman
discharged an extensive contract on
the Union Pacific road in Utah.
Comnstracted Rock River Bridges, A
One of Mr. Warner's proudest
achievements of early davs was the
construction of the first Rock river
bridge. He was a master of con-
: structive undertakings., and manv
A S Rock Island contractors. who aftes-
with no less sorrow and regret in all ward became known :i:rm::?:mx: the
parts of the city. Mr. Wagner had ©ouniry. mained their ear! ¥ knowl-

Jdeen '.- O - S 8
been indisposed for a number of ©US¢ under John Warner's saper-
4 Vision.
- - e 2 sl - - -

i
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Years, and seriously so

during

the past few days, the system which

, who knew of

had once been so rugred, yielding at
iast to the weight and infirmities of
vears, and dissolution being finally
due to congestion of the brain.

There are none of our early settlers
who were more prominently and
firmly identified with the original
growth of the city than was John
Warner, but it remained for those
his achievements and
his successful undertakings to tell of
them. He was of too modest and re-
tiring a dispesition to relate them
Limself. Yet he was not averse to
anecdotes, and he could tell as mach
in the way of interesting reminis-
cence of Roek Island’s history as any
one living hereabouts.

Sketceh of His Life.

Mr. Warper was born in the town
of Greenbush. Reusselaer county.
N.Y.. Aug. ¥, 1814. He received
the early advantages of a common
schoo! education, and commenced
the work of public improvements in
1838, doing the masonry on the
Black river canal near Rome, N. Y.
The yvear following the date last
mentioned, he was engaged on the
Western railroad doing grading and
i masonry for that line. Then he did
similar work for the Boston & Al
bany and Boston & Schenectady
roads. and 1844 found him grading
the Harlem & Connecticut River rail-
‘road, including the construction of
the Willimassett and Oxbo bridees,
Then he built the Pittstield & Adams
road, did a great deal of mechanical
work. stone work and grading for
the Woreester & Providence, and the
twutland & Burlington, being en-
gaged in the latter undertaking in
1845 49, and then he was engaged in
grading for the Hudson River road
below Albany, and afterward pre-
paring the same preliminaries for
the Rochester & Niarara Falls line.
This took him up to 1850, and that vear
Le did the grading and stone work
for the Michizan Southern.
brought him westward, and his agext
contract was in Illinois on the main
line of the great Roek Island road.

‘sition.

Many vears age Mr. Warner had .
quite an experience in steamboating.
In company with Capt. C. P. War-
ner—whao, however, was no relation |
—he constructed along in 1857 the
*John WV arner.”™ first

used as a
freight boat., and afterward as a
packe:. It was this boat in 1882—
and «-Uncle John™ was then on her
— that transferred the Thir-
teenth Illinois regiment. including
many well Known Roek Island

volunteers in the Urion armv. from
Helena., Ark.. to Vicksbure., and
thence to an Arkansas post.

I Streel Railways,

Mr. Warner was one of the main
prometers of early street railway
communication in the three cities.
For 15 vears he was nresident of the
Moline & Rock Island Horse railway
company. the picneer line of Roek
Island and Moline, and the road was
in those days run as no other street
railway in the three cities was. He
retired voluntarily a few years he-
fore the Chicago syndicate purchased
and consolidated the street railways
of the tri-cities.

Mr. Warner was of a social dispo-
He liked a good time as well
as anyone, and he delighted in pleas-
ant companionship. He was partic-
ularly fond of an outing, and for
years, even during the busiest times
of his life. he was the central tizure
of camping-out parties in the iocal-

itv. Indeed. until the ills of
advancing years have compelled his
retirement to his Moline aveuune

home, no camping party was com-
plete without *-Uncle John,” as he
was affectionately and familiatly
Known.

There was no man better known or
more widely respected in the com-
munity than John Warner. He was
upright and straightforward in all his
dealings.  He always took pride in
the city’s welfare and its institue-
tions, and was one of Rock Island’s
best citizens in the best sense of the

‘ierm.
This

Mr. Warner and Miss Caroline L.
Morris were united in marriace at
Greenbush, N. Y., Jan. 19, 18435, and
the widow and two children survive,



Came to Rock leland,

Monday. March 2, 1851, witnessed
Mr. Warner's arrival in Roek Island.
+ He was accompanied by the late W,
H. Whitnuan, then like himself, an

extensive raiiroad
the two, with others, having driven
, across the prairie state from Chicago.
Thv_\' stopp «i the night before reach-
ing here in Moline. In those days
' great excitement prevailed here over

the construction of the road, and
| puh:iv interest ran high. The peo-

e wanted the road. and wanted it
badiy. but they lacked contidence in
the unltimate success of the prujoot.

contractor. and’

Cinduced

They were rather inclined to the be-

lief that the chief coniractors sought
| mainly to obtain the right of way
for purely speculative purposes, and

"The funeral

that once secyring it <ome would be-|
‘come fleeced, and the road choked

lnﬂ at LaSalle.
Jarvis & Farnam were the engi-

'neers having the contract, and the

‘afternoon of the day Messrs. War-
ner and Whitman put foot in Reck
Island a great mass meeting was to
have been held at the court house, at
| which Mr. Farnam was to speak, but
 the people had become so convineed
as to what was the purpose of the engi-
' neers that they would not
Mr. Farnam to s

ner that the latter had been given a
sub-contract to do the grading and
stone work west, to and across the
Mississippi river at this point. The

Mr. Warner built the road, but he
was obliged

s

r T Tamt A

o commence gradiag

!

ﬁ

the latter being John R. Warner, of
st. Paul. and Miss Carrie H. Warner.,
of this cit_v.

T:!' “"'a’.

The funeral will oceur at 2 o'clock
Sunday afteruoon from the Warner
home, oen Moline avenuc.

Mrs Georgre Graves.

Mrs. Georze Graves died at her
home on Fourth street.
Eighth and Niuth avenues,
«:30 this morning of
mation of the stomach,
by the grippe
was in her 31st vear, and had lived
in Roek Island 25 years. She leaves
with her stricken hushand one child.
occears from the late
home Sunday at 2 p. m.

Voun Xoeckritz.

Mrs. Albertina Von Koeckritz died
at 2:49 this afternoon at her home.

at
intiam-
super-

leiween

She

2308 Fourth avenue, aged 55 vears,

of heart and lung trouble. She!
leaves three soms. W. C., of
Davenport. Horst and Agorn. of

Rock Island.

Morrison®s “Faust ™
Morrison’s company will be the

of “Goethe’s immortal
cast, new and elegant scenery, won-
derful electric effects and calcium
lights, will be given upon a scale of

deur never before witnessed

circulation of these handboills turned i ere. One of the features of ml"o-

a prevaillng sentiment of doubt into  daction will e the Nuremburg ca-
a spirit of al rejoicing. and an  thedral choir rendering appropriate
e te public reception was music thronghout the . The
tendered Mr. Warner. *‘Brocken™ seene in the fonrth act

Bakit the Rosd. is & marvel in stage craft with its

flashes of genuine lightning and
showers of real fire. = -

A
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rmit attraction at the Burtis next Satur.’

until he had day and Sunday in Bayle Bernard's
printed and distributed handbilis version

bearing a statement from John War- «Faust,” which. with the excellent

x
!




